What I Wish I Would Have Known

· What should I expect to learn from my classes?

Each student is required to take approximately 30-40 hours of general course requirements, such as English, Speech, Social Sciences, Humanities, Science, and Math.  In general, these are the same courses required university wide and are pretty broad in nature.  

The Family Studies and Human Services courses are the core courses required for FSHS majors consisting of approximately 60 credit hours.  The focus for these courses is human development and different aspects of interpersonal relationships.  

http://www.k-state.edu/humec/fshs/undergrad/index.htm
· What are my different career paths I will be able to take?

There are six different FSHS options.  General Family Studies and Human Services.  You are able to choose 24 hours of professional electives from a selected area (e.g., American Ethnic Studies, Business, Education, Gerontology, Leadership Studies, Modern Languages, Psychology, Speech Communication, Social Work, Sociology, or Women Studies).  The general FSHS option does not allow FSHS courses to be applied for professional electives and students have to select an area of concentration outside of the general FSHS option.

Family Life and Community Service is different from the general FSHS option in that it requires a directed field experience (DFE) the last semester.   The DFE is helpful to the student in securing a job after graduation.  The semester before the field experience students take a one-hour course to discuss possible sites for internships (e.g., churches, Big Brothers/ Big Sisters program, Crisis Center, hospitals, nursing homes).  Students take classes from a core curriculum recognized by the National Council on Family Relations that qualifies the student to be a Certified Family Life Educator (CLFE).  This program is strongly recommended for those students who intend on furthering their education through graduate school.  Admission requirements are completion of FSHS 110 and FSHS 350 with a B or better and a cumulative GPA of 2.5.   A grade of C or better is required in all professional courses.

Life Span Human Development focuses on human development across the life span, and the student chooses 21 hours of professional electives.  This option allows the student to select from several different areas (e.g., Sociology AND Psychology AND Family Studies and Human Services courses) for professional electives.   Many students choose to go on to nursing school and other types of professional schools after completing the Life Span option.  Admission requirements for the Life Span option include completion of 45 hours, cumulative GPA of 2.5, GPA of 3.0 in FSHS courses, and at least a B in FSHS 110 and FSHS 310.   A grade of C or better is required in all professional courses.

Personal Financial Planning prepares students for a career in financial planning, insurance planning, investment management, retirement planning, and debt management to name a few.   Students take courses from the core curriculum recognized by the Certified Financial Planner® Board of Standards.   These courses include Advanced Personal & Family Finance, Families, Employment Benefits, and Retirement Planning, Investing for the Family’s Future, Estate Planning for Families, Personal Income Taxation, and Insurance Planning for Families.  Several business courses are also required for the program.  Completion of the program allows students to sit for the national Certified Financial Planner® examination upon graduation, for CFP certification.  Admission requirements for the Personal Financial Planning option are completion of FSHS 100 and FSHS 105 with grades of B or better.  A grade of C or better is required in all professional courses.

The Communication Sciences and Disorders program prepares students for graduate school to become a Speech-Language Pathologist (SLP).  The undergraduate program is not intended to be a terminal degree.  The graduate program for Speech-Language Pathology at K-State is accredited by The Council on Academic Accreditation of the American Speech-Language-Hearing Association.  SLP’s can work with infants, toddlers, children, and adults, assisting them with various speech, language, and swallowing needs.  Students might be employed with Infant Toddler Services, Head Start, Elementary and Secondary schools, or in rehabilitation centers and hospitals.  Some SLP’s have private practices.  Classes taken in the undergraduate program include Anatomy of the Speech Mechanism, Hearing Science, Developmental Psycholinguistics, and Clinical Procedures in Communication Sciences and Disorders.  Classes in the graduate program include Voice Disorders, Fluency, and Acquired Language and Cognitive Disorders.    A grade of C or better is required in all professional courses.

The Early Childhood Education program is designed to prepare students for a career in preschool education and other child development careers (e.g., director of preschool).   The Stonehouse Early Childhood Center is licensed by the Kansas State Department of Health and Environment and fully accredited by National Academy of Early Childhood Programs.  A Kansas teaching certification in early childhood will only be available to students who complete requirements by May 2008.  After that time, teaching certification will not be available through this program.  

The specific class requirements for each of the above options are listed at the following website.

http://courses.k-state.edu/catalog/undergraduate/he/fshs.html
· What types of jobs do students find after they graduate?

Students often wonder what opportunities exist for them after graduation.

The following link provides examples of the types of jobs recent graduates have found after completing their undergraduate education.

What do graduates do?
· Is there one specific area I should concentrate on while taking electives?  In other words, are there certain classes I should or should not take that will benefit me later in life?

You should pick electives based on subject areas that interest you.  For instance, if you think you might want to open your own business someday, some business courses would be very beneficial.  
· What is my role as an advisee and what is my advisor’s role?

Kansas State University has general policies regarding advisors’ and students’ responsibilities in regards to academic advising.  For example, advisors are responsible for arranging group pre-enrollment sessions while the student is responsible for attending these meetings to prepare for early enrollment.  The following link lists other roles of the student and the advisor.

http://courses.k-state.edu/catalog/undergraduate/advising/responsibilities.html



· Will advisors be able to sit down and help me map out a graduation plan?

Absolutely!  Appointments are not necessary for the FSHS Advising Center.  Just come by during regular office hours (posted on our door- Justin 316 and also on the website listed below), and we will help you make a plan for graduation.  Your current option sheet also highlights a recommended 4-year plan on the back of the course listings necessary for each major.

http://www.k-state.edu/humec/fshs/undergrad/advising.htm
· How can I get an internship?

The Family Life and Community Service major has an internship built into the program.  Students in Early Childhood Education also have an internship of student teaching their last semester.

Career and Employment Services also can assist students with finding an internship.  A variety of career building tools are available in their office in 100 Holtz Hall.  

http://www.ksu.edu/ces
· Is there a place where I can find job openings that pertain to my major and area of interest?
The FSHS Advising Center occasionally gets announcements from K-State Research and Extension for extension agent positions for various counties in Kansas.  

http://www.oznet.k-state.edu/
However, Career and Employment Services offers multiple services to students, such as resume critiques, resume postings online, and career fairs.  

http://www.k-state.edu/ces/
· What scholarships are offered in our department?

The College of Human Ecology has a variety of scholarships available for students specifically enrolled in this college.  You must first apply for general K-State scholarships.  Doing so will qualify students for college awards.  The following link guides you through this process.

http://www.humec.ksu.edu/dean/CHEscholarships/index.html
· Does work study affect my financial aid?

You should contact the Financial Aid Office directly regarding your particular situation.  Every student is different, so it is best to set up a time to meet with someone from the financial aid office to discuss possibilities for work study and how it will affect your financial aid package.

http://www.k-state.edu/sfa/welcome/mission.htm
· What is GRADUATE school?  How long does it take to get a degree?  What do I need to do to apply?  When do I need to apply?

Graduate school (GRAD school) is further education beyond a bachelor’s degree (4-year degree).  It takes approximately 2-3 years to obtain a graduate degree.  The School of Family Studies and Human Services offers a variety of different options for graduate school.  The website highlighting the different options is listed below in addition to the K-State graduate school website, which has valuable general information for students interested in going on to graduate school.

http://www.k-state.edu/grad/catalog/fshs.htm
FAMILY STUDIES AND HUMAN SERVICES

What do graduates do?
Graduation Dates:  8/03, 12/03, 5/04 – Bachelor’s Degree
Major:  Communication Sciences and Disorders

· Paraprofessional, Geary County USD 475 (KS)

Major:  Early Childhood Education

· Assistant Teacher, National Headstart Association (KS), Pembroke Hill School (MO)
· Education Disabilities Specialist, Headstart (UNK)
· Lead Teacher, Headstart (KS)
· Preschool Teacher, Self-Employed (KS)
· Teacher, Children’s Learning Center (KS), Headstart (KS), Kansas Kids Day Care & Preschool (KS), NEK-CAP Headstart (KS)
Major:  Family Studies and Human Services
Family Studies and Human Services – General
· Youth Market Director, American Heart Association (KS)
Family Life and Community Services 
· Administrative Assistant, The Farm, Inc. (KS), Manhattan Emergency Shelter (KS)
· Administrative Assistant for Community Relations, Planned Parenthood (TX)
· Administrative Specialist, Kansas State University (KS)
· Administrator, Christian Athletic Association (CA)
· Assistant Business Manager, Women’s Health Group (KS)
· Branch Center Supervisor, First Bank (KS)
· Case Manager, Pawnee Mental Health Center (KS)
· Casework Specialist, State of Wyoming (WY)
· Certified Child Life Specialist, Children’s Medical Center Dallas (TX)
· Counselor, Sacramento Children’s Home (CA)
· Education Assistant, Olathe Medical Center (KS)
· Family Consultant, Heartland Programs (KS)
· Family Life Educator, Early Headstart (KS)
· Family Support Advocate, Kansas Children’s Service League (KS)
· Family Support Consultant, U.S. Air Force (ND)
· Lead Teacher, Community Children’s Center-Headstart (KS), KSU Child Development Center (KS)
· Navigator, U.S. Air Force (TX)
· Parent Educator, Family Connections of Riley County (KS)
· Parent Involvement Coordinator, Headstart (KS)
· Program Assistant, Kansas State University (KS) 
· Program Support Worker, Kansas Children’s Service League (KS)
· Resource Coordinator, KVCA Behavioral Healthcare Network (KS)
· Site Director, YWCA (NC)
· Texas Works Advisor, Texas Health and Human Services Commission (TX)
Life Span Human Development
· CARE Program Specialist, Jayhawk Area Agency on Aging Inc. (KS)
· Case Manager, Mountain Valley Developmental Services (CO), Rainbows United Inc. (KS)
· Childcare Provider, Shawnee Mission Medical Center (KS)
· Day Service Coordinator, Community Living Opportunities (KS)
· Orthopedic Technician, Children’s Mercy Hospital (MO)
· Outreach Case Manager, Valeo (KS)
Personal Financial Planning

· Advisor, BKD (MO)
· Budget Technician, Southwest Civilian Personnel Oper (KS)
· Commercial Loan Processor, Bank of Blue Valley (KS)
· Customer Service Representative, Central Salt (KS)
· Director of Operations, The Madasz Group (KS)
· Financial Advisor, American Express Financial Advisors (KS)
· Financial Planning Specialist, Accredited Investors Inc. (MN)
· International Intern (UNK)
· Marketing Consultant, Manhattan Broadcasting Company (KS)
· Real Estate Agent, NP Dodge Real Estate (NE)
· Recruiter, Brokerage Consultants (IL)
· Service Assistant, Keating & Associates (KS)
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