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EDUCATION 
 
Doctor of Philosophy, Curriculum and Instruction, 1993 
Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas State University 
 
Master of Science, Family and Child Development, 1979  
Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas 
  
Bachelor of Science, Home Economics Vocational Education, 1969 
Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas 
 
CURRENT CERTIFICATION 
 
Certified Family Life Educator, National Council of Family Relations (1994-present). 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 
Full Professor and Extension Specialist in Family Systems     2009 - present 
Associate Professor and Extension Specialist in Family Systems    2001 - 2009 
Assistant Professor and Extension Specialist in Family Systems    1995 - 2001 
Interim Extension Specialist in Human Development       1993 - 1995 

School of Family Studies and Human Services – College of Human Ecology  
Kansas State University Cooperative Extension Service  
Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas 

  
Director               1992 - 1993 
Academic Services Coordinator          1988 - 1992 

Educational Supportive Services TRIO Program 
Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas 

  
Director               1982 - 1988 

Upward Bound TRIO Program 
Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas 

 
Assistant Director & Student Advisement/Placement Coordinator    1981 - 1982 

KSU Center for Aging 
Kansas State University, Manhattan, Kansas 

 
Substitute Secondary Teacher          1979 - 1981  

United School District #383 
Manhattan, Kansas 

 
Human Resource Coordinator & Assistant Grant Writer     1976 

Northeastern Council of Governments 



Wray, Colorado 
 
Cooperative Extension Service Youth Agent        1973 - 1975 

Colorado State University Extension Service 
Sterling, Colorado 

 
Peace Corps Volunteer and Training Officer        1970 - 1973 
Interim National Director of Liberia Home Economics Extension Service  

Liberia Ministry of Agriculture/Home Economics Extension Service  
U.S. Peace Corps 
Liberia, West Africa 

 
Camp Counselor             1970 

Morningside Community Center 
New York, New York  

 
 
EXTENSION PROGRAM INITIATIVES 
 Army Family: From Challenge to Resilience (online credit course) 

PeopleTALK:  Enhancing Your Relationships 
Family Change: Separation and Divorce 
What Happens Now?  The Children Are Gone 
Basic Family Communication Fact Sheets (6) and Leader’s Guide   
Grandparents Forever 
CoupleTalk: Enhancing Your Relationship  
Stepping Stones for Stepfamilies 
Viva La Familia Saludable! (Long Live the Healthy Family!)  A program for building and 
maintaining strong Latino marriages and families   
Families!   
Helping Farm Families Succeed in Business  
Women Managing the Farm   
Stress Management for Women in Agriculture 
Building Bridges Within Our Communities 
Paraguay:  Heartland of South America 

 
GRADUATE FACULTY MEMBERSHIP  
 Master’s committee member (n=30) 
 Chair, Master’s committee (n=10) 
 Ph.D. Committee member (n=7) 
 Outside Ph.D. chair (n=2) 
 
RECENT GRANTS RECEIVED AS  PI OR CO-PI 
 
USDA Risk Management Agency  
 Women Managing the Farm 2009     $  60,000 
 Women Managing the Farm   2007       100,000 
 Helping Farm Families Succeed in Business 2006     150,000 
 Women Managing the Farm   2006         50,000 



 Helping Farm Families Succeed in Business 2005     150,000 
 Women Managing the Farm   2005       115,000 
 Helping Farm Families Succeed in Business 2004     149,470 
 Helping Farm Families Succeed in Business 2003     141,400 
 
 
 
Kansas State University 
 Division of Continuing Education – The Army Family 2008     2,500 
 Epsilon Sigma Phi State Chapter - 

Latino Strong Family Curriculum Development  20006        850 
 Research and Extension Internal Allocation   

Latino Strong Family Curriculum Development  2005     6,000   
  

SELECTED PEER REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 

Olsen, C. S., & Skogrand, L. (2009). Cultural implications and guidelines for extension and 
family life programming with Latino/Hispanic audiences. The Forum for Family and 
Consumer Issues, 14 (1).On-line: http://ncsu.edu/ffci/publications/2009/v14-n1-2009-
spring/index-v14-n1-spring-2009.php 

Olsen, C. S., Jones, R., Jost, J., & Griffin, C. (2009).  Integrating economics, management, and 
human relationship issues into training for successful farm family businesses. Journal of 
Extension. 

DuPree, W. J, White, M. B. Olsen, C. S., & Lafleur, C.T. (2007). Infidelity treatment patterns: A 
practice-based evidence approach. American Journal of Family Therapy, 35(4), 327-341.  

Olsen, C. S., & Shirer, K.  (2007). Offering relationship and marriage education in your community.  In  
F. Adler-Baeder & T. Futris (Eds.), Cultivating healthy couple and marital relationships: A 
guide to effective programming. Athens, GA:  University of Georgia Extension.   

 
Olsen, C. S., & Shirer, K.  (2007). Offering relationship and marriage education in your 
      community.  The Forum for Family and Consumer Issues, 12(1).   
      http://ncsu.edu/ffci/publications/2007/v12-n1-2007-spring/index-v12-n1-may-2007.php 
 
Olsen, C. S., & Osborn, T. L. (2006).  Inheritance:  A tale of two perceptions. Online  

Journal of Rural Research and Policy, 2006.5.  Retrieved January 5, 2007, from 
http://www.ojrrp.org/issues/2006/05/index.html 
 

Goddard, H.W., & Olsen, C. S. (2004).  Cooperative extension initiatives in marriage and 
couples’ education.  Family Relations, 53, 433-439. 

   
Olsen, C. S. (1999).  Stepping stones for stepfamilies.  The Forum for Family and Consumer 

Issues, 4(3), 20 pars. http://www.ces.ncsu.edu/depts/fcs/pub/1999/stepfamilies.html 
 



Olsen, C. S., & Price, M. G. (1999).  Stepping stones for stepfamilies: An extension program to 
strengthen stepfamily living.  Family Relations and Human Development/Family Economics 
and Resource Management Biennial, 3, 55. 

 
Olsen, C. S. (1996).  African American adolescent women: Perceptions of gender, race, and 

class. Marriage and Family Review, 24(1), 105-121. 
 
Olsen, C. S. (1996).  African American adolescent women: Perceptions of gender, race, and 

class.  In J. F. Gilgun & M. B. Sussman (Eds.), The methods and methodologies of 
qualitative family research (105-121).  New York: The Haworth Press, Inc. 

 
Olsen, C. S. (1996).  The relationship of race, gender, and class to the social location of African 

American females.  Family Science Review, 9(1), 49-61. 
 
RECENT PRESENTATIONS, REFEREED/INVITED/DISCUSSANT 
 
Olsen, C. S. (Discussant) (2008). What works for diverse families? National Council on Family 

Relations Annual Conference, Little Rock, Arkansas. 
 
Futris, T., Brotherson, S., Goddard, W., Marshall, J., Shirer, K., Olsen, C. S., & Skogrand, L. (2008).  

Building healthy relationships and healthy marriages:  Why and how Extension should be involved.  
Children, Youth, and Families At-Risk Annual Conference, San Antonio, TX.  

 
Archuleta, K., & Olsen, C. S. (2008). Support systems for women in agriculture. National Women in 

Agriculture Educators Conference, Oklahoma City, OK. 
 
Griffin, C., Jones, R., Olsen, C. S., & Jost,  J. (2007).  Farming with family successfully.  National  

Association for Rural Mental Health, Kansas City, MO. 
 

Futris, T., Adler-Baeder, F., Goddard, W., Kerpelman, J., Olsen, C. S., & Wiley, A. (alphabetical order) 
(2007).  The role of couple and marital relationship enrichment programming in Extension:  
Benefiting the positive development of children, adults, families, and communities.  (poster) 
Children, Youth, and Families At Risk Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. 

 
Olsen, C. S. (Moderator) (2007).  The interface between international and multicultural programming.  

Joint Council of Extension Professionals Regional Meeting, St. Louis, MO. 
 
Olsen, C.S., & Bosch, K. (2006).  Lessons learned after eight years of an online interactive extension non- 

credit course on enhancing couple relationships.  National Council on Family Relations Extension 
Pre-conference Technology Panel Presentation, Minneapolis, MN. 
 

DuPree, W.J., Olsen, C.S., Fernandez, M.F., Estrada, J.U., & Skogrand, L. (2006).  How Midwestern 
(U.S.A.) Latinos view strong marriages:  A standpoint theory approach.  Hawaii International 
Conference on Social Sciences, Honolulu, Hawaii. 

 
Olsen, C.S. (2006).  Weaving family life education into training for family-based businesses. (poster) 

National Council on Family Relations Extension Pre-conference, Minneapolis, MN. 
 
Futris, T., Adler-Baeder, F., Brotherson, S., Kerpelman, J., Olsen, C. S., Fetsch, R. J., Petty,  



B., Skogrand, L., Goddard, W., Ruffin, W., Wiley, A., Higginbotham, B., Shirer, K., Kobbe, A. M., 
Crocoll, C., & Coffin, B. (2005).  The National Extension relationship and marriage education 
network:  Supporting individuals and couples to prepare for and develop healthy relationships and 
healthy marriages.  (poster) National Council on Family Relations Extension Pre-Conference, 
Phoenix, AZ. 

 
Olsen, C.S., DuPree, W. J., Shirer, K., & Adler-Baeder, F. (2005).  Trust and commitment in a couple’s 

relationship:  How can it be taught?  Mexico International Family Strengths Conference, Cuernavaca, 
Mexico. 

 
Adler-Baeder, F., Petty, B., Olsen, C.S., & Kobbe, A.M. (2005).  Tapping into the Extension Network.   

Smart Marriages Conference, Dallas, TX. 
 
Shirer, K., Adler-Baeder, F., Spicer, J., Contreras, D., Olsen, C. S., & Cox, R. (2005).  Strategies for  

empowering low-income couples to strengthen their relationships.  National Council on Family 
Relations Annual Conference, Phoenix, AZ. 

 
Solomon, C. R., Goldberg, A. E., Olsen, C. S., Perry-Jenkins, J., Sharp, E. A., Tornatore, J., &  

Umana-Taylor, A. J. (2005). Feminists at work:  Navigating professional lives as feminists.  
National Council on Family Relations Annual Conference, Phoenix, AZ. 

 
Adler-Baeder, F., Petty, B., Olsen, C.S., & Kobbe, A.M. (2004).  Partner with Cooperative Extension:   

Create capacity.  Smart Marriages Conference, Dallas, TX. 
 

Walker, D.K., & Olsen, C.S. (2003).  Balancing self-care through effective communication.  National 
Conference on Leadership Diversity, Orlando, FL. 

 
Olsen, C.S. (2003).  From marriage to divorce: An extension response to community needs. (poster) 

National Council on Family Relations Annual Conference, Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 
 

EDITORIAL BOARDS AND REVIEWER 
 
Editorial Board: Online Journal for Rural Research and Policy, 2007-present. 
Reviewer:  Journal of Marriage and Family 
   Forum for Family and Consumer Issues 
   Nova Science Publisher 
   Enslow Publishers, Inc. 
   Merrill Palmer Publisher 
   Kendall/Hunt Publishing Co. 

State Extension Services: Nevada, Utah, Maine, Oklahoma Montana, Kans  
  

RECENT AWARDS AND HONORS 
 
Kellogg Foundation/Partners of the Americas International Fellowship in Community Development 
Kansas State University College of Human Ecology Extension Excellence Award 
Mentoring Award, K-State Research and Extension 
Communicator of the Year, Kansas Association for Communication Excellence (ACE) Chapter 
 



CURRENT PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
National Council on Family Relations 
American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences 
Epsilon Sigma Phi, Alpha Rho Chapter, Cooperative Extension Professional Organization 
National Association for Rural Mental Health 
 


