
VITA 
 

NAME/TITLE 
  Charles A. Smith  

   Professor and Extension Specialist 
   School of Family Studies and Human Services 

ADDRESS 
  Office Justin Hall, Room 343 
   Kansas State University 
   Manhattan, Kansas 66506 
   Office: (785) 532-5773 
   Cell: 785-587-7202 
   Home: 785-776-6378 
   Fax: (785) 532-6969 
 
 Home 3309 Cherokee Circle 
   Manhattan, Kansas 66503 
   Telephone: (785) 776-6378 

PERSONAL DATA 
  Date of Birth:  May 13, 1946 
  Citizenship:   United States 
  Marital Status:  Married 
  Children:   One daughter and one son 

ACADEMIC BACKGROUND 
   Ph.D.  Child Development 1972 Purdue University 
   M.S.  Child Development 1970 Purdue University 
   B.S.  Psychology  1968 University of Dayton 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
Professor and Extension Specialist, Human Development and Family Studies, 
Kansas State University, 1978+. 
 
Volunteer Casework Supervisor, American Red Cross Family Services, Manhattan, 
Kansas, 2006+. 
 
Interim National Program Leader, Human Development, Extension Service/USDA, 
1993-1994. 
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Director of Child Development Center, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, 
1975-1978. Assistant Professor of Child Development, Department of Home and 
Family Life, Texas Tech University, 1972-1978. 
 
Preschool Teacher (with four-year-olds), Child Development Center, Texas Tech 
University, 1972-1973. 
 
Instructor, Department of Home Economics, Bowling Green State University, 
Bowling Green, Ohio, 1971-1972. 
 
Preschool Teacher (with four-year-olds), University Nursery School, Bowling Green 
State University, 1971-1972. 
  
Medical Social Worker (with the elderly), St. Elizabeth Hospital, Lafayette, Indiana, 
1969. 
 
Research and Teaching Assistant, Purdue University, Lafayette, Indiana, 1968-
1971. 
 
Ward Attendant, Dayton Children's Psychiatric Hospital, Dayton, Ohio, 1967-1968. 
 
Play Therapist, Barney Children's Medical Center, Dayton, Ohio, 1967-1968. 

SPECIAL HONORS  
Received the 1999 Faculty Extension Excellence Award, College of Human Ecology, 
Kansas State University. 
 
First Steps to Mighty Hearts: The Origins of Courage in Young Children. A featured 
keynote address at the 2004 Annual Conference for the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children, Los Angeles, California, November 2004 
 
Introductory Speaker for the National Satellite Teleconference, Broadcasting the 
Good News about Parent Education. Host: Washington State University, February 
10, 1999. 
 
Received the National Career Achievement Award for “Outstanding Contributions by 
an Extension Specialist,” November 10, 1997. Presented at the National Council on 
Family Relations Meeting in Baltimore, Maryland. 
 
Received the Certificate of Appreciation, Extension Service USDA, 1995. 
 
Received the Certificate of Appreciation, Extension Service USDA, 1994. 
 
Chair of the Parenting Subcommittee of the Interagency Task Force on Child Abuse 
and Neglect, Washington, DC. 
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President of the Kansas Governor's Commission on Education for Parenthood, 
1990-1993. 

 
Received the 1987 Celebrate the Family National Award from Penn State University 
for making a "...significant contribution to furthering the goal of strengthening the 
family in America." 
 
Nominated for the USDA Superior Service Award (1986). 

MAJOR PUBLICATIONS 
“Stories of Strength: Teaching the Value of Courage Through Classic Books,” Parent 
& Child, October 2006. 

 
“First steps to mighty hearts: The origins of courage,” Young Children, January 
2005. Reprinted on Beyond the Journal: Young Children on the Web 
(http://www.journal.naeyc.org/btj/200501/smith.pdf).  
 
“First Steps to a Mighty Heart: How to Encourage your Child to be Courageous,” 
Parent & Child, September 2005. 
 
Smith, C. A. Raising Courageous Kids: Eight Steps to Practical Heroism. Sorin 
Books, 2004. Winner of the National Catholic Press Association of the United States 
and Canada first place award for the best book in family life. 
 
Smith, C. A., (Editor), The Encyclopedia of Parenting. Greenwood Press, Westport, 
CT: Greenwood Press, 1999. Wrote the following entries: Authority, parental; 
Competition; Conscience; Delinquency, juvenile; Fear; Guilt; Imagination; Narratives, 
personal; National Extension Parent Education Model; Self-esteem; Shame, Skinner, 
B.F.; Social support, informal; Touching. 
 
Smith, C. A., Family life pathfinders on the new electronic frontier, Family Relations, 
1999, 48, 31-34. 
 
Smith, C. A., The Peaceful Classroom: 162 Easy Activities to Teach Preschoolers 
Compassion and Cooperation. Gryphon House, 1993. Translated into Chinese, 
Czech, German, Hebrew, and Polish. Winner of the 1994 Ben Franklin Award from 
the Publishers Marketing Association. 
 
Smith, C. A., Cudaback, D., Goddard, W., and Myers-Walls, J., The National 
Extension Parent Education Model. Manhattan: Kansas State University, 1994. 
 
Smith, C. A., From Wonder to Wisdom: Using Stories to Help Children Grow. New 
York: New American Library, 1989. Printed in both hardcover and in trade 
paperback. A Psychotherapy and American Educators Book Clubs selection. 
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Smith, C. A., “Nurturing kindness through storytelling,” Young Children, September, 
1986, 46-51. Translated into Arabic by Dr. Cairo Arafat of the Early Childhood 
Resource Center in Jerusalem. 
 
Smith, C. A. and Foat, C., Once Upon a Mind. Manhattan, Kansas: Cooperative 
Extension Service, 1983. Accepted as a North-Central Region extension publication; 
selected by the National Extension Homemaker’s Council as a national program. 
 
Smith, C. A., Promoting the Social Development of Young Children. Palo Alto: 
Mayfield Publishing, 1983. Chapter on kindness reprinted and translated into 
Spanish in the summer issue of the Texas Child Care Quarterly. Adopted by the 
Macmillan and Young Parents book clubs; translated into Italian, Chinese, and 
Korean. 
 
Smith, C. A., “Parents as Peopleteachers,” in Family Strengths: Positive Models for 
Family Life, ed. Nick Stinnet et.al. Lincoln, Nebraska: University Press, 1981. 
 
Smith, C. A., “Puppetry and Problem Solving Skills,” Young Children, 1979, 34(3), 4-
11. (Reprinted in two books of readings published by NAEYC). 
 
Smith, C. A., “Peopleteaching: Beyond the Three ‘R's.’” The Affect Tree, 1978, 3(1), 
1-3. The Newsletter of the Special Interest Group: Affective Education (The 
American Education Research Association). 
 
Smith, C. A. and Davis, D., “That's NON-SENSE! Transmitting irrationality to young 
children through crazymaking communication,” Young Children, 1976, 31(6), 438-
447. (Reprinted in NAEYC book of readings). 
 
Smith, C.A., “Activities for Parents.” A set of materials for use by parents as a 
component of an educational program titled, My Friends and Me. American 
Guidance Service: Circle Pines, Minnesota, 1977. 
 
Smith, C.A., “Peopleteaching: A personalized approach to teacher education.” In B.-
Spodek (Ed.)Teacher education: of the teacher, by the teacher, for the child. 
Washington, D.C.: National Association for the Education of Young Children, 1974, 
pp.35-44. 

SELECTED RECENT MEDIA APPEARANCES 
K-State Media Relations interviewed me in October 2006 for a news feature titled “K-
State Expert Applauds Efforts to Teach Children to Combat School Shooters, Other 
Violent Intruders in the Classroom.” 
K-State Media Relations interviewed me in July 2006 for a news feature titled “Acing 
the Homework Test” that appeared in the August 2, 2006 issue of The Kansas City 
Star and the July 23, 2006 issue of the Times-Tribune. 
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The Website RealSimple.com interviewed me for an article “Should You Let Kids 
Win? That appeared on their site in August 2006. 
 
Interviewed by Alaska Public Radio as part of a 60-minute call-in on “Raising 
Assertive Children” (Bullying and Courage). January 18, 2005 Available at: 
http://www.alaskaice.org/radioshow.php?showID=1 
 
Interviewed by Daniel Ossian for an Ames, Iowa radio station program and met with 
Iowa State University family and consumer sciences students. December 2004. 
 
Appearance on KCCI TV, a Des Moines television station. December 2004. 
 
Radio interview about courage with Bobbi Conner, The Parent's Journal, a 
syndicated NPR program (broadcast in early October 2004). 
 
Radio interview on WTSN, Seacoast in the Morning (Dover, New Hampshire) with 
Dianne Adair (focusing on Raising Courageous Kids). WTSN covers the east coast 
from Washington DC to the Vermont and New Hampshire, July 2004.  
 
Interview with Elena Montana at KTAO, Taos New Mexico, about Raising 
Courageous Kids, October 2004. 
 
Family Circle magazine published an excellent brief feature on Raising Courageous 
Kids and published the first chapter at their website, October 2004. 
 
WEBSITES 

The WonderWise Parent (http://www.ksu.edu/wwparent/) 
Recommended in Parenting Online: The Best of the Net For Moms and Dads 
by Melissa Wolf (Equinox Press, 1998). Received a prestigious 4-star rating 
by Magellan and included in many published compilations of recommended 
websites. 
 
Raising Courageous Kids (http://www.raisingcourageouskids.com/) 
 
The Ring of Valor (http://www.theringofvalor.com/) 
 
DearNeighbors (http://www.dearneighbors.com) 

SELECTED EXTENSION EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
DearNeigbors: A Course on Helping (2006-Current) 

A web-based conversational course available at no charge or for three 
credits. 
 

The Ring of Valor 
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A curriculum for fifth and sixth grades in teaching about courage. Also 
includes an expansion on applying courage in responding to bullying. A series 
of eight fact sheets for parents. 
 

FireWorks: Anger Management in Adult-child Relationships (2003-Current) 
A web-based conversational course available at no charge or for three 
credits; also released as a Basic Parenting PLUS program. 

 
Basic Parenting (1999-Current) 

Trained family and consumer sciences agents in Missouri, Idaho, and 
Kentucky. The California PTA trained members on the use of the program. 
The program has been implemented in 46 states and was selected by 1890 
Land Grant University Parent Educators as their primary program. 

 
Creating Communities that Care About Parents (1997-Current) 
 
Everyday Heroes (2001-Current) 
 
Papatellers (1997) 
 
ParentShare (1996) 
 
Responsive Discipline (1993-Current) 
  Responsive Discipline: Personal Study Course 
  Responsive Discipline: Toolbox 
  The Responsive Discipline Video 
  Responsive Discipline Fact Sheet Series 
  Responsive Discipline Leader’s Guide 
  Responsive Discipline Evaluation Summary (January, 1995) 
 
Parents University (1992-Current) 
  Parents University Handbook for Program Leaders 

• Sixteen states have ordered the material. 
 
Developmental Milestones (1991-Current) 
  Developmental Milestones: A Guide for Parents - The 1st Year 
  Developmental Milestones: A Guide for Parents - The 2nd Year 
  Developmental Milestones: A Guide for Parents - The 3rd Year 
  Developmental Milestones: A Guide for Parents - The 4th Year 
  Developmental Milestones: A Guide for Parents - The 5th Year 
 
Self-Esteem (1988-Current) 

 Reprinted as an online personal study course that focuses on self-respect 
Available at: http://www.ksu.edu/wwparent/courses/ip/ 
I'm Positive: Growing Up With Self-Esteem/Personal Study Course 

  I'm Positive Introductory Leader's Guide 
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  I'm Positive Extended Leader's Guide 
 Cornerstones: Nurturing Self-Esteem in Young Children (A Bi-monthly Series 

for Teachers and Caregivers) from January/February 1989 to 
November/December 1990 

• Reprinted by New Hampshire and Arkansas. 
 
Friends InDeed (1986) 
  Friends InDeed: A Course In Helping 
  Friends InDeed Leader's Guide 
  The Crisis Card 

Heartache in the Heartland video and national teleconference (with Richard 
Hause and Ron Frank). 

   Heartache in the Heartland Leader's Guide (with Richard Hause) 
• Friends InDeed was selected by the Johnson County Mental Health 

Association as their primary program for 1988-1989. 
• Friends InDeed was used by the Wilder Foundation in Minneapolis as a 

resource in its Befriender Program. 
• Friends InDeed was implemented by Ohio State Extension. 
• Friends InDeed materials were used by more than 1,000 

professionals/volunteer leaders in Kansas. 
• Heartache in the Heartland was supported by KNEA and promoted by 

Pizza Hut. 
• Heartache in the Heartland was accepted by PBS for nationwide 

distribution to its affiliates. 
 
Once Upon a Mind (1983-1987) 
  Once Upon a Mind: Parent Handbook 
  Once Upon a Mind: Slide Tape Set 
  Once Upon a Mind: Notebook for Program Leaders 
  Once Upon a Mind Quarterly  

• The handbook was selected as a North Central Region (USA) publication. 
• Once Upon a Mind was selected by the National Extension Homemaker's 

Council as a national program in 1983. 
• About 18,000 copies of the handbook were distributed throughout the 

country. 
• Once Upon a Mind was selected by the American Association of Retired 

Persons as a recommended program. 
• About 1,300 subscribers from 47 states received the Once Upon a Mind 

Quarterly. 
• About 600 leaders used the Notebook to implement Once Upon a Mind 

programs. 
• Several states, including California, Colorado, Pennsylvania, and New 

Hampshire have implemented Once Upon a Mind programs. 
• Once Upon a Mind was selected in December, 1987, as one of three 

family life education programs from around the country to be presented on 
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videotape to the National Extension Committee on Organization and 
Policy (ECOP) at their February 1988 meeting. 

 
Grandparenting (1981-1985) 
  Grandparents and Grandchildren: The Vital Connection 
  Generations Together 
  My Grandfather, My Son (a one-man play) 
  Grandletters 
  Butterberry Hill (NBC affiliate program) (with Zoe Slinkman) 

• Generations Together was selected in 1987 by the New York State Office 
for the Aging to be included in their resource book as one of twenty-one 
programs that promotes the development of intergenerational 
relationships. 

• Generations Together was selected by AARP as a recommended program 
in their Growing Together: An Intergenerational Sourcebook.  

 
Effective Discipline (1979-1984) 
  Effective Discipline: Guidelines For Parents 
  Effective Discipline: Setting and Maintaining Limits 
  Effective Discipline: The Parent Packet 
  Effective Discipline: Handbook for Workshop Leaders 

• Effective Discipline: Guidelines for Parents was translated into Hebrew for 
use in Israel. 

• Effective Discipline: Guidelines for Parents was reprinted by Indiana. 
• More than 100,000 copies of Effective Discipline: Guidelines for Parents 

were distributed. 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
Board Member of the National Extension Parent Education Network, 2006. 
 
Editor of the Young Families Newsletter, 2006-2007. 
 
Family Casework Supervisor (volunteer), Flint Hills Red Cross, 2006-2007. 
 
State Program Leader, Extension Family Studies and Human Services (rotated), 
2005-2006. 
  
Reviewer for the journal Family Relations, 2005-2006. 
 
Produced a 3-minute commentary on Kansas Kids every Friday (1997 - @2002) on 
KKSU, a public radio station serving Kansas, Missouri, and Nebraska.  
 
Wrote and produced Heartache in the Heartland (1988), a national satellite 
teleconference, a video documentary redistributed nationally by the Public 
Broadcasting System for replay by their affiliates. 
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Former President of the Parent Education Association of Kansas (PEAK). 
 
Wrote and produced a monthly program for children called Butterberry Hill for KTSB-
TV, the NBC affiliate for Topeka Kansas. Served as a co-puppeteer. The program 
focused on intergenerational relationships and included an audience of children and 
their grandparents. 
  
Served on USDA Task Force on the Plight of Young Children that resulted in new 
federal initiative in Extension, 1991. 
 
Chairman of the Families in Transition Subcommittee for the North-Central Region 
Rural Revitalization Committee, 1988-1989. 
 
Served as Program Co-chairman for the Kansas Governor's Conference on 
Education for Parenthood, 1983. 
 
Book Reviewer for the American Journal of Family Therapy, Family Science, 
Family Relations. 
 
Smith, C. A., HUMANUS: A program for human development in early childhood 
education. Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Department of Child Development and 
Family Life, Purdue University, 1972. 
 
Smith, C. A., Adolescence: A constructive analysis of Erikson's theory. Unpublished 
M.S. Thesis, Department of Child Development and Family Life, Purdue University, 
1970. 

KEYNOTES AND PRESENTATIONS (Outside of Kansas Extension) 
Raising Courageous Kids, Presented at Circle Time With Scholastic at the Annual 
Conference for the National Association for the Education of Young Children, 
Atlanta, GA, November 2006. 
 
The Origins of Malevolence in Early Childhood: How to Nurture Caring and a Healthy 
Conscience in Children. Presented at the Annual Conference for the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children, Atlanta, GA, November 2006. 
 
First Steps to Mighty Hearts: The Origins of Courage in Young Children, Keynote 
presented at the 2006 Nevada Early Childhood Conference, Las Vegas, NV, April 
2006. 
 
Raising Courageous Kids, Workshop presented at the Midwest Association for the 
Education of Young Children Annual Conference, Omaha, NE, April 2006. 
 
Revitalizing Storytime for Mighty Hearts: Inspiring Young Children with 10 
Principles of Courage for a Risky World. Presented at the Annual Conference for the 
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National Association for the Education of Young Children, Washington, DC, 
December 2005. 
 
First Steps to Mighty Hearts the Origins of Courage. Keynote address at the Kansas 
Association for the Education of Young Children's Annual Conference, Manhattan, 
Kansas, October 2005. 
 
Raising Courageous Kids: Eight Steps to Practical Heroism. A presentation to 
librarians attending the Northcentral Kansas Library System annual meeting, 
Manhattan, Kansas, August 2005. 
 
Raising Courageous Kids: Eight Steps to Practical Heroism. A presentation to 
teachers at the Family Service and Guidance Center therapeutic preschool, Topeka, 
Kansas, August 2005. 

 
First Steps to Mighty Hearts: Raising Courageous Kids. Keynote address at the 
Kentucky Early Childhood Educator Institute, Louisville, Kentucky, June 2005. 
 
Raising Courageous Kids: Eight Steps to Practical Heroism. A presentation to 
librarians attending the Southcentral Kansas Library System Spring Assembly, May 
2005. 

 
Dragons, Dreams, and Daring Deeds: The Power of Storytime for Nurturing 
Courage. A presentation to librarians attending the Southcentral Kansas Library 
System annual meeting, Hutchinson, Kansas, April 2005. 
  
Raising Courageous Kids. Keynote address at the Christa McAuliffe Prize Awards 
Luncheon, University of Nebraska, Lincoln, Nebraska, January 2005. 

 
The Importance of Stories and Courage in the Lives of Children. A presentation to 
mothers at the Topeka Correctional Facility for Women, Topeka, Kansas. December 
2004. 
 
First Steps to Mighty Hearts: Building Courage in Kids, a public presentation at 
Blank Children’s Hospital. Des Moines, Iowa, December 2004. 
 
Finding a Mighty Heart: Acquiring the Courage to Stand Up for Oneself and Others. 
A featured speaker at a national parenting satellite teleconference originating from 
Iowa State University, Ames, Iowa. December 2004. 
 
First Steps to Mighty Hearts: The Origins of Courage in Young Children. A featured 
keynote address at the 2004 Annual Conference for the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children, Los Angeles, California, November 2004.1 
 

                                            
 1This keynote address was the most significant presentation I have made in my career. Also listed under “Special 
Honors.” 
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Raising Courageous Kids. Keynote address at a "Parenting in Corrections" 
conference for the Kansas Department of Corrections, Lawrence, Kansas. 
November, 2004. 
 
First Steps to Mighty Hearts: The Origins of Courage in Young Children. A 
presentation to undergraduate education students at the University of Dayton, 
Dayton, Ohio, October 2004. 
 
First Steps to Mighty Hearts: The Origins of Courage in Young Children. A 
presentation to students, faculty, and the public, Bombeck Family Learning Center, 
the University of Dayton, Dayton, Ohio, October 2004.  
 
Raising Courageous Kids. A presentation to the Dayton Rotary Club (about 200 in 
attendance), October 2004. 
 
Raising Courageous Kids. A presentation at Heroes: A Workshop for Those Who 
Work With Young People, sponsored by The Eisenhower Presidential Library and 
Foundation, Abilene, Kansas, October 2004. 
 
“Raising Courageous Kids,” a presentation to the Manhattan Breakfast Rotary Club 
September 2004. 
 
Nurturing Courage in Children. Keynote address at the Barton County Community 
College Child Care Fair 2004, Great Bend, Kansas, April 2004. 
 
Courage in Things That Matter: Valor and Compassion in Reaching out to Families. 
Keynote address at the Family Outreach Conference, Brigham Young University, 
Provo, Utah, February 2004. 

 
Mighty Hearts: Eight Steps to Nurturing Courage in Children. Keynote address at the 
North Texas State Summer Institute on Parent Education, San Antonio, Texas, June 
2003. 

 
Mighty Hearts: Teaching Children Courage. Keynote address at the Wisconsin 
Parent Educator Institute, Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin, March 2003. 
 
Mighty Hearts: Eight Steps to Nurturing Courage in Children. Keynote address at the 
North Texas State Summer Institute on Parent Education, El Paso, Texas, June 
2003. 
 
The Development of Conscience in Children. Keynote address at the North Texas 
State Conference on Parent Education, Denton, Texas, February 2002. 
 
A Time for Courage: Stories of Compassionate Authority. Keynote address at the 
2001 Annual Meeting of the Council of Administrators of Family and Consumer 
Sciences, San Diego, California, February 2001. 
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Finding the North Star: How Young Children Acquire a Conscience. Keynote 
address at the Child Care Resource & Referral “Child Care… The Land of Ahhhs” 
Conference, Atlantic, Iowa, February 2001. 
  
Growing Up Humane: The Relationship Between Conscience and Brain 
Development in Young Children. Presented at the 2000 Annual Conference for the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children, Atlanta, Georgia, 
November 2000. 
 
Caringworks: How We Teach Children to Grow Up Humane. A featured keynote 
address at the Kansas Association for the Education of Young Children Conference 
2000, Lawrence, KS, October 2000. 
 
Heart Broken: Nurturing Conscience and Compassion in Young Children. Keynote 
address at the Head Start Training Retreat, Rensselaerville Institute, 
Rensselaerville, NY, October 2000. 
 
Basic Parenting Skills. Presented at the California State PTA Conference, Long 
Beach, CA, May 2000. 
 
Parenting for Busy Parents. Presented at the California State PTA Conference, Long 
Beach, CA, May 2000. 
 
Developing Conscience and Moral Values in Young Children. Keynote address at 
the Seven Points Association for the Education of Young Children, Weatherford 
College, Weatherford, Texas, March 2000. 
 
Parenting for Conscience and Compassion. Keynote address at the 10th Annual 
Ohio State University Extension Parenting Education In-service. Columbus, OH, 
March 2000. 
 
Broken Hearts: The Importance of Conscience and Compassion During Early 
Childhood. Presented at the Douglas County Child Development Association’s Mini-
Conference, Lawrence, KS, March 2000. 
 
Vision, Respect and Care: Critical Issues in Providing Services to Parents. 
Presented at the Third National Roundtable on Innovative Community Partnerships, 
The American Humane Association, Kansas City, MO, February 2000. 
 
Families in an Age of Computers: Preparing Your Mind for a Change. Keynote 
address at the Wyoming Technology Conference, Laramie, Wyoming, February 
2000. 
 
Broken Souls: The Development of Conscience in Young Children. In-service for the  
Southeast Kansas Community Action Program, February 2000.  
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Heart Broken: Conscience in Young Children. Presented at the 1999 Annual 
Conference for the National Association for the Education of Young Children, New 
Orleans, LA, November 1999. 
 
Creating Communities that Care About Parents. Presented at the Kansas 
Conference on the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect, Topeka, Kansas, 
October 1998. 
 
The Peaceful Classroom/Managing Conflict. Presented at the 1997 Annual 
Conference for the National Association for the Education of Young Children, 
Orlando, Florida, November 1997. 
 
The Peaceful Classroom. Keynote address at the Iowa Conference on Child Care, 
Iowa City, Iowa, April 1997. 
 
Parent Mentoring: An Intergenerational Approach to Providing Support. Presented at 
the Annual Conference for the Family Resource Coalition, Chicago, Illinois, May 
1996. 
 
Caring for Rural Children. Keynote address at the Kansas State University National 
Conference on Rural Families, Manhattan, Kansas, September 1996. 
 
Parent Education. Seminar leader at the National Council on Family Relations 
Meeting, Baltimore, Maryland, November 1996. 
 
Responsive Discipline. Presented at the Massachusetts’s Children’s Trust Fund 
Annual Conference on Parent Education, November 1995. 
 
The Peaceful Classroom. Presented at the 1993 Annual Conference for the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children, Anaheim, California, November 
1993. 
 
The Peaceful Classroom. Keynote address made at the Northern Nevada Early 
Childhood Educators Conference, Reno, Nevada, October 1993. 
 
The Peaceful Classroom. Keynote address made at the Nebraska Child Care 
Provider Conference, North Platte, Nebraska, September 1993. 
 
The Art of the Heart: Storytelling for Beginners. Presented at the 1992 Annual 
Conference for the National Association for the Education of Young Children, New 
Orleans, Louisiana, November 1992. 
 
The Responsive Discipline Program: Power and Authority in Parent-Child 
Relationships. A special session presentation made at the 1992 National Rural 
Families Conference, Manhattan, Kansas, September 1992. 
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From Wonder to Wisdom. A national keynote address made at the Annual Discovery 
Toys conference, New Orleans, Louisiana, August 1992. 
 
Tell Me a Story, Sing Me a Song. A storytelling concert conducted for Gogebic 
Community College, Gogebic, Michigan, October 1991. 
 
From Wonder to Wisdom: Using Stories to Help Children Grow. Keynote address at 
the 3rd Regional Early Childhood Education Conference, Gogebic, Michigan, 
October 1991. 
 
I'm Positive: Promoting Self-Esteem in Parents and Children. A presentation made 
to TOPS parents and students, the Southern Ohio Medical Center, Portsmouth, 
Ohio, September 1991. 
 
I'm Positive: Self-Esteem and the Personal Dream. Keynote address made at the 
Iowa State 4-H Conference, Ames, Iowa, June 1991. 
 
From Wonder to Wisdom: Using Stories to Teach Young Children. A presentation 
made to Arkansas Child Care administrators and workers, Arkansas Children's 
Hospital, Little Rock, Arkansas, February 1991. 
 
Using Children's Literature to Reach Hospitalized Children. Presentation made to 
REACH program administrators and volunteers, Arkansas Children's Hospital, Little 
Rock, Arkansas, February 1991. 
 
I'm Positive: Growing Up With Self-Esteem. Presented at the Ohio Cooperative 
Extension Service Annual Conference, Columbus, Ohio, February 1991. 
 
The Power of Storytime for Strengthening Relationships. Presented at the 1991 
Annual Conference for the National Association for the Education of Young Children, 
Denver, Colorado, November 1991. 
 
Parents University: A Community Based Parent Education Conference. Presented at 
the Ohio Cooperative Extension Service Annual Conference, Columbus, Ohio, 
February 1991. 
 
Parents are People Too. Keynote address at the Johnson County (Kansas) Child 
Care Association annual dinner, Kansas City, Kansas, April 1990. 
 
From Wonder to Wisdom. Presented at the Midwest Association for the Education of 
Young Children Annual Meeting, Iowa City, Iowa, March 1990. 
 
Images of the Rural Life in Children's Stories. Keynote address at the Tenth Annual 
Working with Families Conference, Manhattan, Kansas, September 1990. 
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When You Wish Upon a Star: Using Stories to Nurture Young Children's Dreams. 
Presented at the National Association for Young Children's Annual Conference, 
Washington, D.C., November 1990. 
  
Voices of the Heartland in the Minds of Children. Keynote address at the Ninth 
Annual Working With Families Conference, Manhattan, Kansas, November 1989. 
 
From Wonder to Wisdom: Using Stories to Help Children Grow. Presented at the 
1989 Annual Conference for the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children, Atlanta, Georgia, November 1989. 
 
From Wonder to Wisdom: Using Stories to Help Children Grow. Presented at the 
Kansas Association for the Education of Young Children's Annual Conference, Great 
Bend, Kansas, October 1989. 
 
From Wonder to Wisdom: Using Stories to Help Children Grow. Keynote address 
and workshop by invitation at the Kansas City Christian Preschool Association 
Conference, Kansas City, Missouri, August 1989. 
 
And the Moral of the Story Is... Keynote address at the Texas Tech University Child 
Care Conference, Lubbock, Texas, June 1989. 
 
Self-Esteem and Storytelling. Keynote address at the Great Bend Community 
College Child Care Conference, Great Bend, Kansas, April 1989. 
 
And the Moral of the Story Is...: A Social-Cognitive Approach to Using Books with 
Young Children. Presented at the National Association for the Education of Young 
Children Annual Conference, Anaheim, California, November 1988. 
 
Strengthening Parent-Child Relationships Through Family Storytime. An invited 
presentation at the 12th Governor's Conference for the prevention of Child Abuse 
and Neglect, Manhattan, Kansas, October 1988. 
 
The Perfect Ending: A Story-Song For You. A special presentation with Jackie 
Weissman at the Kansas Association for the Education of Young Children Annual 
Conference, Manhattan, Kansas, October 1988. 
 
Growing Sane: Nurturing Self-Esteem and Positive Social Behavior in Young 
Children. Keynote address at the Texas Association for the Education of Young 
Children Annual Conference, Tyler, Texas, October 1988.  
 
Rural Revitalization. A panel presentation made at the National Community 
Development Society Meeting, Davenport, Iowa, July 1988. 
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Gentle Enchantment: Using Storytime to Nurture Self-Awareness and Self-Esteem in 
Young Children. Presented at the 1987 Annual Conference of the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children, Chicago, Illinois, November 1987. 
 
Growing Sane: Nurturing Self-Esteem and Positive Social Behavior in Young 
Children. Keynote address at the Kansas Association for the Education of Young 
Children Annual Conference, Lawrence, Kansas, October 1987. 
 
Friends InDeed: A Program on Informal Helping Skills. An invited presentation for 
the National Association of Counties regional meeting on rural stress, Des Moines, 
Iowa, September 1987. 
 
Using Stories to Communicate With Children. Keynote address at the Third Eastern 
Symposium on Building Family Strengths, Penn State University, University Park, 
Pennsylvania, March 1987.  
 
The Compassionate Storyteller in a High Tech Society. Keynote address at the 
Missouri Library Association Conference, Kansas City, Missouri, October 1986 
 
Friends InDeed: A Program to Strengthen Informal Helping Skills. Presented at the 
Ninth Annual Symposium for Building Family Strengths, Lincoln, Nebraska, May 
1986. 
 
The Compassionate Storyteller. Keynote address at the Missouri 1986 Conference 
on the Young Years, Jefferson City, Missouri, March 1986. 
 
Friends InDeed: A Program on Informal Helping Skills. Presented at the Annual 
Family Life Education Seminar of Kansas State University's Family Center, 
Manhattan, Kansas, November 1985. 
 
Friends InDeed: A Program on Informal Helping Skills. Presented as part of a panel 
at the Coping With Change in the Country Conference, Manhattan, Kansas, 
November 1985. 
 
Once Upon a Mind: Using Children's Literature to Nurture Self-Discovery. A featured 
sectional presentation made at the Nebraska Association for the Education of Young 
Children Annual Fall Conference, Grand Island, Nebraska, October 1985. 
 
Once Upon a Mind: A Parent Education Program for Early Child Educators. An 
invited presentation for the Nebraska Association for the Education of Young 
Children, Grand Island, Nebraska, October 1985. 
 
The Compassionate Storyteller. Keynote presentation made at Texas Tech 
University's Presenting Quality Programs for Young Children Conference, Lubbock, 
Texas, June 1985. 
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The Compassionate Storyteller: Healing Metaphors in an Age of Stress. Workshop 
presented at the Eighth National Symposium, Building Family Strengths, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, May 1985. 
 
Helping Children Grow Sane in a Social World. Presented at 1982 Annual 
Conference for the National Association for the Education of Young Children, 
Washington, D.C., November 1984. 
 
The Storyteller As Cultural Healer: Therapeutic Metaphors in Our Neverending 
Story. Presented at the Fourth Annual Working with Families Conference, 
Manhattan, Kansas, November 1984. 
 
Storytelling and Puppetry: Making Magic in the Classroom. Keynote address at the 
1984 Annual Conference of the Tennessee Association on Young Children, 
Memphis, Tennessee, October 1984. 
  
Once Upon a Mind: A Parent Education Program. A presentation made by invitation 
for the Mountain Plains Library Association, Laramie, Wyoming, May 1984. 
 
Once Upon a Mind: Strengthening Relationships Through Family Storytime. 
Presented at the Seventh Annual Symposium for Building Family Strengths, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, May 1984.  
 
Once Upon a Mind: Using Children's Literate to Nurture Self-Discovery. Presented at 
the Annual Conference for the School Library Association, Atlanta, Georgia, October 
1984. 
 
Once Upon a Mind: A Parent Education Update. Presentation at the Third Annual 
Family Life Education Seminar of the KSU Family Center, Manhattan, Kansas, 
December 1983. 
 
Once Upon a Mind: A Parent Education Program. A presentation made by invitation 
at the National Extension Homemakers Annual Meeting, Laramie, Wyoming, August 
1983. 
 
Caring is Heartwork: Promoting Kindness in Children. Presented at the Sixth Annual 
Symposium for Building Family Strengths, Lincoln, Nebraska, May 1983. 
 
Caring is Heartwork. Keynote address at the Bay Area Association for the Education 
of Young Children, Galveston, Texas, March 1983. 
 
Caring is Heartwork: A Curriculum for Kindness. A featured presentation at the 
Kansas Association for the Education of Young Children Annual Meeting, Lawrence, 
Kansas, October 1982. 
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Once Upon a Mind: Using Children's Literature to Nurture Self-Discovery. Presented 
with Carolyn Foat at the Fifth National Symposium Building Family Strengths, 
Lincoln, Nebraska, May 1982. 
 
Once Upon as Mind. A presentation made by invitation at the combined meeting of 
the Kansas and Missouri Home Economics Association Meeting, Kansas City, 
Missouri, April 1982. 
 
Once Upon a Mind: Using Children's Books to Nurture Self-Discovery. Presented by 
invitation at the Annual Conference of the Kansas Library Association, Kansas City, 
Kansas, April 1982. 
 
Teaching Children to be Care-Full. Keynote address presented by invitation at the 
Kappa Iota Delta Sigma Conference at Ft.Hays State University, Ft.Hays, Kansas, 
March 1982. 
 
Social Development and Cognition. Presented at the Annual Conference of the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children, Emporia, Kansas, October 
1981. 
 
Generations Together: An Approach to Enhancing Elder-Child Relationships. A 
presentation made by invitation at the Center for Aging Seminar, Kansas State 
University, Manhattan, Kansas, October 1981. 
 
My Grandfather, My Son. A presentation made by invitation for a one-man play at 
the Annual Homemakers Conference at Purdue University, June 1981. 
 
My Grandfather, My Son. Presented at the Third National Symposium on Building 
Family Strengths, Lincoln, Nebraska, May 1980. 
 
My Grandfather, My Son. Keynote play presented by invitation at the Dodge City 
Early Childhood Workshop, Dodge City, Kansas, September 1979. 
 
Parents as Peopleteachers: The Prosocial Skill Enhancement of Children. Presented 
at the Second Annual National Symposium on Building Family Strengths, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, May 1979. 
 
The Classroom as a Sane Asylum. Keynote speech presented by invitation at the 
Kansas Association for the Education of Young Children's Annual Conference, 
Manhattan, Kansas, October 1978. 
 
The Family as a Sane Asylum. Keynote speech presented by invitation at the 16th 
Annual Convention of the State Association of Young Homemakers of Texas, Austin, 
Texas, February 1978. 
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The Development of Self-Awareness and Interpersonal Relationships in Young 
Children: A Peopleteaching Approach. Presented at the Annual Conference of the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children, Chicago, Illinois, 
November 1977. 
 
Peopleteaching with Puppets. A presentation made by invitation at the Annual 
Conference of the Texas Association for the Education of Young Children, College 
Station, Texas, October 1977. 
 
Effective Fatherhood. A presentation made by invitation at the State Inservice 
Education Conference for Homemaking Teachers, Dallas, Texas, July 1977. 
 
Crazymaking. A presentation made by invitation at the Texas Department of Public 
Welfare's conference titled Children's Expo '77, Houston, Texas, May 1977. 
 
Crazymaking and Young Children. A presentation made by invitation at the Texas 
Department of Public Welfare Child Care Workshop titled Children--America's 
Unexplored Frontier, Nacogdoches, Texas, February 1977. 
 
Teaching Children Nonsense. A presentation made by invitation at the Area I Young 
Homemakers Regional Convention, Lubbock, Texas, September 1977. 
 
Peopleteaching: An Approach to Identifying and Enhancing Personal- Social 
Competencies in Young Children. Presented at the Annual Conference of the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children, Anaheim, California, 
November 1976. 
 
Set Your Compass on Peopleteaching. A presentation made by invitation at the 
Annual Conference of the Tennessee Association for the Education of Young 
Children, Memphis, Tennessee, October 1976. 
 
Teaching Children Non-Sense. A presentation made by invitation at the Memphis 
State University's Student Teacher Marathon Week, Memphis, Tennessee, October 
1976. 
 
Puppetry for Peopleteaching. A presentation made by invitation at the Annual 
Conference of the Texas Association for the Education of Young Children, 
Galveston, Texas, October 1976. 
 
Enhancing Personal-Social Competencies: An Educational Model for Human 
Development. Presented by invitation at the Midwest Association for the Education 
of Young Children, Minneapolis, Minnesota, April 1976. 
 
Facilitating Personal-Social Competencies: An Educational Model for Human 
Development. A presentation made invitation at the Midwest Association for the 
Education of Young Children, Minneapolis, Minnesota, April 1976. 
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That's NON-SENSE! Creating Irrationality in Children through Crazymaking 
Communication. Keynote speech presented by invitation at the Annual Conference 
of the Minnesota Association for the Education of Young Children, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, October 1975. 
 
Teacher Behavior as a Socializing Agent. Presented at the Annual Conference of 
the Education of Young Children, Washington, D.C., November 1974. 
 
Peopleteaching: A Personalized Approach to Teacher Education. A presentation 
made by invitation at the Regional Teacher Education Conference of the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children, San Francisco, California, 1974. 
 
Self-Esteem: A Bridge of Learning. A presentation made by invitation at the UCLA 
Education Extension Early Childhood Education Conference, Los Angeles, 
California, April 1974. 
 
Beyond Fingerprinting: New Directions in Early Childhood Education. A presentation 
made by invitation at the Oregon State College of Education Spring Conference, 
Monmouth, Oregon, April 1974. 
 
Early Childhood Education: The Affective Domain. A presentation made by invitation 
at Northern Illinois University, DeKalb, Illinois, August 1974. 
 
Research on Self-Concept Development in Early Childhood and Issues Relating to 
Education for Self-Development. Presented at the Annual Conference of the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children, Seattle, Washington, 
November 1973. 
 
Peopleteaching: A Human Relations Program for Young Children. Presented at the 
Ninth Annual Conference of the Texas Association for the Education of Young 
Children, Fort Worth, Texas, October 1973. 
 
Student Forum: Social Relevance of Current Research and Issues in Graduate 
Education. Presented at the Biennial Meeting of the Society for Research in Child 
Development, Minneapolis, Minnesota 1971. 

CONSULTANCIES AND WORKSHOPS (Outside of Kansas Extension) 
Making the Peaceful Classroom Come Alive: Activities to Foster Compassion, 
Courage, and Cooperation in Young Children. Workshop presented at the 2006 
Nevada Early Childhood Conference, Las Vegas, NV, April 2006. 
 
Revitalizing Story-Time for Mighty Hearts:  Inspiring Young Children with 10 
Principles of Courage for a Risky World. Workshop presented at the 2006 Nevada 
Early Childhood Conference, Las Vegas, NV, April 2006. 
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The Compass of Fear in Classroom Practice. Workshop presented at the Kansas 
Association for the Education of Young Children's Annual Conference, Manhattan, 
Kansas, October 2005. 
 
Storytime as a Strategy for Nurturing Courage. Workshop presented at the Kansas 
Association for the Education of Young Children's Annual Conference, Manhattan, 
Kansas, October 2005. 

 
Raising Courageous Kids. Workshop presented at the Kansas City Christian 
Preschool Association Conference, August 2005. 
 
FireWorks Anger Management, Relationship Without Gimmicks, and Introducing 
Early Childhood Classroom Activities. Workshops presented at the Kentucky Early 
Childhood Educator Institute, Louisville, Kentucky, June 2005.  
 
Courage, Heroism and Bullying. With Judy Leyerzapf, Associate Education 
Coordinator for the Eisenhower Foundation at the Eisenhower Library. Workshop 
presented at the Kansas State Department of Education Conference, Wichita, 
Kansas, April 2005. 
 
Finding a Mighty Heart: Acquiring the Courage to Stand Up for Oneself and Others. 
Workshop on bullying presented at the 13th Annual Conference on Parent Education 
at the University of North Texas, February 2005. 
 
Raising Courageous Kids. A morning meeting with parents at People Place in Ames 
Iowa. December 2004 
 
Raising Courageous Kids. A meeting with parents and children at Adventure Central, 
a facility in a Dayton low income area. Dayton, Ohio, October 2004. 

 
Conscience, Courage, and the Brain: Programming for the Needs of At-Risk 
Children. Workshop at the 28th Annual Governor's Conference for the Prevention of 
Child Abuse & Neglect, Wichita Kansas, October 2004. 
 
Brain Development and the Origins of Caring and Conscience in Children. Workshop 
at the 27th Annual Governor’s Conference for the Prevention of Child Abuse and 
Neglect, Overland Park, Kansas, October 2003. 
 
The Management of Anger in Adult-Child Relationships: The FireWorks Approach. 
Workshop at the 27th Annual Governor’s Conference for the Prevention of Child 
Abuse and Neglect, Overland Park, Kansas, October 2003. 
 
Introduction to the Basic Parenting Curriculum. Workshop presented to the AEA 
System-Wide Conference (1890 Land Grant Universities), Atlanta, Georgia, June 
2003. 
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Affirmative Anger Management for Parents and Teachers. Workshop presented at 
the Wisconsin Parent Educator Institute, Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin, March 
2003. 
 
The Art of the Heart: Understanding Children through Their Art. Workshop presented 
at the Wisconsin Parent Educator Institute, Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin, March 
2003. 
 
Mighty Hearts: The Development of Courage in Children. Workshop presented to 
early childhood educators for Nebraska Cooperative Extension, Fairbury Nebraska, 
November 2002. 
 
Basic Parenting, A state training for the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service, 
Baton Rouge, LA, October 2002. 
 
Basic Parenting, A state training for the Alabama Cooperative Extension Service, 
Auburn, AL, June 2002. 
The Basic Parenting Program. Workshop at the North Texas State Conference on 
Parent Education, Denton, Texas, February 2002. 
 
The Heart of Storytelling. Workshop at the North Texas State Conference on Parent 
Education, Denton, Texas, February 2002. 
 
Family Games as an Educational Strategy. Workshop at the Kansas State University 
Research and Extension 2002 Annual Conference, Manhattan, Kansas, October 
2002. 
 
Nurturing the Brain. Workshop presented at the Child Care Resource & Referral 
“Child Care… The Land of Ahhhs” Conference, Atlantic, Iowa, February 2001. 
 
Basic Parenting, A state training for the California Parent-Teachers Association, 
Sacramento, CA, October 2000. 

 
Basic Parenting, A state training for the Idaho Cooperative Extension Service, Boise, 
Idaho, September 2000. 
 
Basic Parenting, A state training for the Missouri Cooperative Extension Service, 
Jefferson City, Missouri, April 2000. 
 
Basic Parenting. North Texas State University National Conference on Parent 
Education, Denton, Texas, February 1999. 
 
Consult for Franklin-Covey (the Steven F. Covey company) on the development of 
their parenting resources, Provo, Utah, 1998-1999. 
 



Smith Vita 

Updated January 16, 2007 

23

Parent Education, A state training for the Missouri Cooperative Extension Service, 
Jefferson City, Missouri, April 1997. 
 
Parent Education, A state training for the Virginia Cooperative Extension Service, 
Blacksburg, Virginia, March 1997. 
 
Parent Education, A state training for the Tennessee Cooperative Extension Service, 
Nashville, Tennessee, September 1996. 
 
Parent Education, A state training for the Iowa Cooperative Extension Service, Iowa 
City, Iowa, April 1997. 
 
Parent Education, A state training for the Mississippi Cooperative Extension Service, 
Mississippi State, Mississippi, April 1997. 
 
The National Extension Parent Education Model, A state training workshop 
conducted at the Texas Cooperative Extension Service Annual Meeting, College 
Station, Texas, February 1994. 
The Peaceful Classroom: Promoting Friendship, Compassion, Cooperation, and 
Kindness in Young Children. Workshop conducted at the Annual Conference of the 
Kansas Association for the Education of Young Children, Lawrence, Kansas, 
October 1993. 
 
Becoming Wonderwise: Basic Storytelling Skills. Workshop conducted at the 
Northern Nevada Early Childhood Educators Conference, Reno, Nevada, October 
1993. 
 
Friends InDeed: Supporting Parents and Children in Distress. Workshop conducted 
for the Mid-Plains Community College, North Platte, Nebraska, September 1993. 
 
Becoming Wonderwise. Workshop conducted at the Nebraska Child Care Provider 
Conference, North Platte, Nebraska, September 1993. 
 
Responsive Discipline. Workshop conducted at the Nebraska Child Care Provider 
Conference, North Platte, Nebraska, September 1993. 
 
Friends InDeed, New Hampshire Cooperative Extension Service Inservice Training, 
Durham, New Hampshire, May 1993. 
 
Discipline. Workshop conducted for the Texas Department of Protective and 
Regulatory Services, Austin, Texas, April 1993. 
 
Storytelling: Helping Children to Share Their Fantasy. A half-day workshop 
presented by invitation for the Villages National Youth Care Training Center 
Conference, San Antonio, Texas, September 1992. 
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Friends InDeed and I’m Positive. Two-day workshops for home economics teachers 
presented by invitation for the Arizona State Department of Education, Phoenix, 
Arizona, September 1992. 
 
The Art of the Heart. A storytelling workshop for teachers and librarians offered as 
part of the Kansas Governor’s Commission on Education for Parenthood, Rock 
Springs Ranch, April 1992. 
 
Storytelling With Puppets. Workshop presented by invitation at the 3rd Regional 
Early Childhood Education Conference, Gogebic, Michigan, October 1991. 
 
I'm Positive: Growing Up With Self-Esteem. A full-day workshop presented by 
invitation for the Southern Ohio Medical Center, Portsmouth, Ohio, September 1991. 
 
Storytelling: A Trick for Communication. A half-day workshop presented by invitation 
for the Villages National Youth Care Training Center conference titled "The Youth 
Care Worker's Bag of Tricks," Seattle, Washington, August 1991. 
From Wonder to Wisdom: Using Stories to Help Children Grow. A half-day workshop 
presented by invitation at the Nebraska Library Assocation Annual Meeting, Lincoln, 
Nebraska, October 1990. 
 
Grandparenting: A Gift for Generations. A one-day workshop presented by invitation 
at the International Conference on Aging, Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, October 
1989. 
 
Friends InDeed and Self-Esteem. A one-day workshop presented by invitation for 
the Colorado Springs public schools, Colorado Springs, Colorado, May 1989. 
 
Using Friends InDeed With Parents. A full-day workshop presented by invitation for 
the Early Childhood Family Education Unit of the Deluth Public School System, 
Deluth, Minnesota, March 1988. 
 
Friends InDeed: Informal Helping Skills. A half-day workshop presented by invitation 
at the National 4-H Congress Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, December 1987. 
 
Helping the Child as an Individual. An in-service education program presented by 
invitation for Leavenworth Kindergarten and preschool teachers, Leavenworth, 
Kansas, August 1987. 
 
Using Stories to Communicate With Young Children. A one-day workshop presented 
by invitation for the Houston Area Association for the Education of Young Children, 
Houston, Texas, April 1987. 
 
Gentle Enchantment: Using Storytime to Communicate With Young Children. 
Workshop presented by invitation at the Third Eastern Symposium on Building 
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Family Strengths, Penn State University, University Park, Pennsylvania, March 
1987. 
 
Gentle Enchantment: Using Stories to Communicate With Young Children. A two-
day workshop presented by invitation for the Valley Family Child Care Association, 
Livermore, California, March 1987. 
 
Helping Revisited: Balancing Nurturing and Problem Solving. A one-day workshop 
presented by invitation for the Amherst H. Wilder Foundation, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, March 1987. 
 
Gentle Enchantment: Using Stories to Communicate With Young Children. A two-
day workshop presented by invitation for the Southern Tier Association for the 
Education of Young Children, Corning, New York, February 1987.  
 
Using Puppets to Communicate Social Skills to Children. A one-day workshop 
presented by invitation for Emporia State University, Emporia, Kansas, February 
1986. 
Once Upon a Mind: A Parent Education Program. Pre-conference workshop 
presented by invitation at the Annual Meeting of the South Dakota Library 
Association, Pierre, South Dakota, September 1984. 
 
Caring is Heartwork: The Emergence of Kindness in Young Children. A two-day 
workshop presented by invitation for the Houston Association for the Education of 
Young Children, Houston, Texas, January 1982. 
 
Designed and led a two-day workshop on puppetry for early childhood and grade-
school teachers, San Jose, California, March 1979. 
 
Designed and led Workshop on crazymaking at the State In-service Education 
Conference for Homemaking Teachers, Dallas, Texas, July 1978. 
 
Designed and led a five-day workshop titled Conflict Resolution and Kindness: 
Promoting Prosocial Skill Development in Children, for the University of California at 
Santa Cruz, San Jose, California, June 1978. 
 
Designed and led a weekend workshop on Peopleteaching for the Grant County Day 
Care Association, Ulysses, Kansas, September 1977. 
 
Designed and led a six-day workshop titled Nurturing Personal-Social Growth in 
Children, for the University of California at Santa Cruz, San Jose, California, June 
1977. 
 
Designed and led a weekend workshop on stress management for the Salina Child 
Care Association, Salina, Kansas, May 1977. 
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Designed and led a half-day workshop on puppetry for the United Methodist 
Church's Vacation School Workshop, Lubbock, Texas, March 1977. 
 
Designed and led a one-day workshop on Peopleteaching for Public School Head 
Start Teachers, Lubbock, Texas, February 1977. 
 
Designed and led two-day workshops on Peopleteaching Strategies (Puppetry and 
Storytelling) for the Salina Day Care Association, Salina, Kansas, April 1976. 
 
Designed and led a six-hour workshop titled Strategies for Coping with Personal 
Stress When Relating to Children for the Midwest Association for the Education of 
Young Children at their annual conference in Minneapolis, Minnesota, April 1976. 
 
Advisory consultant and field testing supervisor for American Guidance Service of 
Circle Pines, Minnesota, in the development of their preschool education curriculum 
titled My Friends and Me, 1975-1976. 
 
Designed and led a workshop: The Art of Gentle Assertiveness: How to Cope with 
Your Own Stress When Dealing With Children. Presented at the Minnesota 
Association for the Education of Young Children Annual Conference, Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, October 1975. 
 
Designed and led two day workshop on Peopleteaching for the Salina Day Care 
Association, Salina, Kansas, April 1975. 
 
Designed and led five-day workshop, Self-Concept Curriculum in Early Childhood 
Programs, for Memphis State University, Memphis, Tennessee, July 28-August 
1974. 
 
Designed and led three-day workshop on Peopleteaching for the Bowling Green 
State University Summer Course on Programs for Early Childhood Education, 
Bowling Green, Ohio, June 1974. 
 
Seminar leader for the National Association for the Education of Young Children's 
Regional Teacher Education Conference titled Teacher Education: Of the Teacher, 
By the Teacher, For the Child, San Francisco, California, May 1974. 
 
Discussion Group Leader for Head Start Parent Conference, San Angelo, Texas, 
March 1974. 

UNIVERSITY COURSES TAUGHT 
Undergraduate FireWorks: Anger Management in Adult-Child Relationships 
     Personal Development 
     Introduction to Human Development 
     Child Growth and Development 
     Prenatal and Infant Development 
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     Guidance and Discipline of the Child 
     Methods and Materials in the Preschool 
     Development of the Person (a life-span course) 
 
Graduate   FireWorks: Anger Management in Adult-Child Relationships 
     Parent-Child Relationships (web-based) 
     Theories of Human Development 
     Psychosocial Development 
     Assessment of Developmental Levels (team taught) 
     Issues in the Development of Human Resources 
 

 


